May 21, 1998
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, | ask

unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary, be authorized to
hold an executive business meeting
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, May 21, 1998, at 10 a.m., in
room 226, of the Senate Dirksen Office
Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Labor and Human Resources be
authorized to meet for a hearing on
“Genetic Information and Health
Care” during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 21, 1998, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, May 21, 1998, at 11
a.m. to hold a hearing on the nomina-
tion of Joan A. Dempsey to be Deputy
Director of Central Intelligence for
Community Management.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY RESEARCH,

DEVELOPMENT PRODUCTION, AND REGULATION

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Energy Research, Devel-
opment, Production, and Regulation of
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources be granted permission to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 21, for purposes of
conducting a subcommittee hearing
which is scheduled to begin at 2 p.m.
The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 1141, the Biodie-
sel Energy Development Act of 1997 and
S. 1418, the Methane Hydrate Research
and Development Act of 1997.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL SECURITY,

PROLIFERATION, AND FEDERAL SERVICES

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent on behalf of the
Governmental Affairs Subcommittee
on International Security, Prolifera-
tion, and Federal Services to meet on
Thursday, May 21, 1998, at 10 a.m. for a
hearing on ‘“‘Benefits of Commercial
Space Launch for Foreign Satellite and
ICBM Programs’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING VETERANS ON
MEMORIAL DAY

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, this
weekend, Americans from all walks of
life turn their thoughts to those men
and women who died in the service of
our nation. From the early heroes of
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the Revolutionary War through those
who fought and died in the Persian
Gulf, about 1.1 million Americans have
sacrificed their lives to preserve our
precious freedom and to meet our com-
mitments to allies around the globe.
We are privileged to enjoy the benefits
of the ultimate sacrifice that those
men and women in our Armed Forces
made on our behalf. We take this day
to honor their memory and offer our
deepest gratitude.

I remember when | was a young man,
hearing those stirring words of Presi-
dent John Kennedy when he said, ‘“Ask
not what your country can do for you,
but what you can do for your country.”’
Those words rang loud and clear in the
hearts and minds of my generation.
They captured our spirit and renewed
our commitment to serve America.

Perhaps the noblest heroes of my
generation were those who, in the
midst of the great debate over Viet-
nam, stepped forward to serve their
country and paid the ultimate sac-
rifice. Those sacrifices were borne from
the same spirit that John Kennedy
urged upon all of us in 1961. Regardless
of political persuasions, none could
argue that those who died in Southeast
Asia were not among America’s finest
men and women. We salute them
today, and will always remember and
be grateful for their patriotism and
sacrifice.

Those brave men and women who
died in Vietnam, however, were not
unique in American history. The leg-
acy of courage, sacrifice, and patriot-
ism has a long history in this country.
During this century some 33,651 Ameri-
cans lost their lives in Korea, 417,316
died during World War Il, and 117,708
perished during the First World War.
Almost 500,000 Americans—both North
and South—Ilost their lives fighting for
the America they believed in during
the Civil War. We owe each and every
one of those veterans and their families
a debt of gratitude.

I hope that every New Mexican and
every American will take time this Me-
morial Day to find a quiet moment to
consider the enormity of what our fall-
en friends and families have be-
queathed us. This nation is blessed be-
yond all others—-providing us with a
political system that guarantees each
of us life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. We are free to speak our
minds. We are free to practice our
faiths. We are free to travel this great
land and be with whomever we choose.
These precious gifts of freedom have
not come free. They have endured
through the blood of American heroes
and heroines. We pause this day to say
“thank you.”” We won’t forget.e

TRIBUTE TO MISSOURI
BROADCASTERS

® Mr. BOND. Mr. President, | rise to
pay tribute to the Missouri radio and
television stations for their contribu-
tions to public service. This year, in a
survey conducted for the Missouri

S5343

Broadcasting Association by Public
Opinion Strategies, it was determined
that Missouri Broadcasters aired $44
million worth of public service an-
nouncements (PSA) in 1997. This
amount was fourth best among the
thirty-eight states who participated.

The survey reported that Missouri
television stations air an average of 175
PSAs each week and radio stations air
an average of seventy-five per week.
That comes to a total of 18,775 PSAs
weekly. Every television station and 94
percent of radio stations in Missouri
participated in fundraising efforts for
charitable organizations last vyear.
Those organizations received a total of
$17.3 million in charitable donations
because of the on-air PSAs made by
Missouri’s broadcasters.

The most frequent PSAs dealt with
drug and alcohol prevention and abuse.
Other common PSAs covered anti-
crime efforts, hunger, poverty, the
homeless, anti-violence and AIDS pre-
vention. No other industry can make
the impact that broadcasters can
make. | am proud to say that the Mis-
souri broadcasters are some of the best.

I commend the Missouri broadcasters
for their untiring dedication in helping
charitable causes in Missouri. It does
make a difference and people are bene-
fitting from these broadcasters’ efforts.
I join the many who thank the Mis-
souri broadcasters for their support
throughout the year. Whether it be
charities, weather warnings or public
health announcements, | know the Mis-
souri broadcasters will be on-air to
lead the cause.®

HONORING THE CONNECTICUT
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION ON ITS
150TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, there are
many things about my home state of
Connecticut that are a source of great
pride to its people, but few are greater
than the overall quality of our state’s
public schools. Connecticut students
are performing at the highest levels in
the nation on federally sponsored
standardized tests. Three out of four
Connecticut public school students go
on to pursue higher education. And our
public school students have out-
performed students from private and
parochial schools in our state.

Many people have contributed to the
quality of our public schools, in par-
ticular our parents and students. But
the backbone of Connecticut’s public
schools is its teachers. In my view,
they are the finest in the country, and
there are numbers that back me up.
More than 80 percent of Connecticut’s
public school teachers have advanced
degrees, the highest percentage in the
country. They are among the nation’s
most experienced teachers, with the
average teacher having taught for
more than 15 years. And the greatest
testament to the quality of their
teaching is the accomplishments of
Connecticut’s students.
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